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  LAKEWOOD YACHT CLUB 
       BLESSING OF THE FLEET 
   CUSTOMS AND PROCEDURES 

 
March 29, 2020 

 
 
 
SO YOU’VE DECIDED TO JOIN THE LAKEWOOD FLEET!  
 
 
The Blessing of the Fleet is a wonderful event, not only for you, but for all Lakewood Yacht Club (LYC) 
members and guests.  It is the “most special” day for the Club, as the grounds are manicured perfectly, the 
restaurant and lounge are busy, and you will be eager for the event to begin… and end!  It will be one of the 
most cherished times of your life.  So, be well rested and prepared, and do invite guests!  It’s fun to have friends 
and family present to celebrate the day with you.  This is a one-hour event that will last all day.    
 
Here is what to expect……. 
 
 
FIRST AND FOREMOST 
The upcoming Blessing of the Fleet will be announced in the LYC e-letter and an e-mail will be sent to all 
members which includes an invitation letter from the Fleet Captain. Obtain a Registration Form from the 
Harbor Office, or via the LYC website. Complete your registration form, and return to the Harbor Office as 
soon as possible. All returned forms are date stamped when received. 
 
 
PLAN AHEAD 
Weeks prior to the Christening, your boat must be made ready inside and out!  She should shine like new and be 
prepared to accept guests during the day.  If you wish for your vessel to be washed and waxed by one of the 
local service vendors, you must schedule well ahead to ensure your boat will be prepared by the Friday before 
the Christening.  They get booked quickly and will be too busy to see to your boat if you do not allow enough 
lead time.  
 
In addition, festive signal flags are placed on vessels and it is appropriate to have the lead stringer at the bow, 
secured to a heavy object, which will be placed just beneath the water line.   The flags should run from the bow 
to the highest point of the vessel and terminate at the stern.  Please, only use nautical flags and not pennants as 
displayed at auto lots. The LYC Yacht Club Burgee, which will be provided in your orientation package, should 
be in place and ready to hoist once your boat is Christened and the cannon has been fired.   
 
 
REFRESHMENTS 
You may wish to prepare hospitality food and beverages yourself or utilize LYC’s wonderful catering 
talents...or do a little of both!   
 
 
 
Should you decide to use LYC catering, contact Julie and place your order early to provide adequate ordering 
and preparation time for LYC staff.  They are excellent at assisting you with menu items and quantities.  You 
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will need to advise them at what time you wish the food to be delivered, which normally is following the 
conclusion of the ceremony.  Keep in mind that people will be walking about the docks and may stop to visit 
your boat or tent, therefore, you may wish to consider ordering additional food items for unexpected guests.   
 
You may also augment food provided by LYC and bring snack items such as nuts, chips, dips, cookies, 
brownies, and the like. You will be responsible for providing beverages and ice, so don’t forget a personal 
cooler.  (No MEMBER provided alcoholic beverages are allowed on the grass or in the club.)  In addition, you 
will need to provide paper plates, plastic utensils, napkins, toothpicks, paper towels, folding chairs, and the like.  
Don’t forget large trash bags, as you will be responsible for clean up after the event.   
 
You will need to decide if you wish to serve food and beverages on board your vessel in an air conditioned 
environment or utilize a tent and table, which can be placed at the stern of your vessel on the fixed dock.  This 
arrangement leads to more interaction with other members and guests, who walk the dock viewing vessels and 
taking pictures.  You will certainly see more activity if you present your food on the dock, but keeping cold 
items cold may present a challenge during hot sunny days. Tents may not be placed on the main walkway until 
after the ceremony is completed. Pop-up tents may be used at that time. 
 
LYC offers tents and tables, and you can call the club office to schedule for delivery and set up at your boat. 
Ample lead time is needed to fill your order. LYC provides tablecloths; however, you will want to provide table 
decorations.  Nautical themes are very popular. 
 
 
ATTIRE 
Keeping with the nautical look, ladies normally wear white slacks and a navy blue blazer over a shell. A 
fashionable wide brim spring hat might be useful to reduce the heat of the sun while sitting in the participant 
area. The type of shoe is important for the ladies, as boarding the boat and making your way to the bow may 
present a hazard in non-friendly boat shoes.    
 
The men also wear white trousers, a navy blue blazer, with a white (collared) polo type shirt. White boat shoes 
work well for the men, if they can be found!  Well in advance of the event, white leather shoes can be ordered 
on line; smallwoods.com is a possible source. Some men have been observed wearing new white tennis shoes.  
 
Hint:  To prevent any potential injury from broken glass, a white cotton glove (or a small white terry washcloth) 
could be used by the First Mate, who will be breaking the bottle over the bow.  
 
 
 
DAY BEFORE MEETING – SATURDAY 
The Saturday before the Blessing of the Fleet, there will be a mandatory Skipper’s Meeting for all participants 
with the Commodore and/or Officers reviewing the entire event process.  There will be time for questions and 
answers.  You will be provided an orientation package with handout material and a slide presentation will show 
how participating boats will be positioned in the Inner Harbor.  You will learn where your boat will be docked 
during the event and when to be ready to position your vessel upon conclusion of the meeting.   
 
To avoid chaos in the Inner Harbor, you will be assigned a specific time to bring your boat to the assigned 
slip.  Have your fenders and lines on deck and ready before departing your slip. Within an hour of your 
assigned docking time, monitor VHF Channel 72 so you will be aware of positioning progress and know when 
it is time to move your boat to the Inner Harbor. All vessels should be in place by 4:00 to 5:00 pm Saturday.  
Numerous members will be available to assist in this endeavor and they would be grateful for offerings of 
bottled water, or perhaps another desirable beverage!   
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Depending upon the number of vessels to be Christened, boats will be placed in the temporary slips fronting the 
swimming pool, and will continue around to the west side of the harbor next to the road, and around to the 
grassy south side of the harbor.  (At low tide, the floating dock closest to G Dock will need steps, as the floating 
pier will present challenges when stepping down from the fixed dock.)  Boats assigned to the west side will 
most likely be stern to the bulkhead, European style, so if you carry a dinghy on davits, you will need to remove 
it to allow stern entry.  Some vessels will be required to use an anchor to secure the bow, as each boat will be 
tied off to the next, and fenders will be in great demand.  Boats placed on the south side will most likely be tied 
to Starboard.  If there is an abundance of vessels participating, some boats could be placed on G Dock, as well.  
If for any reason you should need to get your vessel back to your slip before all other boats begin moving, 
please remember that an early departure after the ceremony will require pre-planning with your boat 
neighbor! 
 
Once your boat is in place, people will be ‘walking the docks’ and viewing the vessels so you should be ready 
to receive guests at any time before and after the ceremony.  You may be visited by Club members with gifts of 
flowers or a bottle of wine.  Also, Erin Nussbaum will be about the docks with her trusty camera, so be dressed 
and ready for pictures at least one hour before the start of the ceremony.      
 
 
CHRISTENING DAY – SUNDAY 
The ceremony begins at 2:00 pm and lasts approximately one hour. A champagne reception follows on the patio 
with Club hors d'oeuvres.  The remainder of the afternoon is celebrated with an “open house” on your boat.  
However, this is a very special day and on Sunday morning, it would be wise to plan to have your vessel ready 
(with safe boarding) to receive family, friends, and guests…. and be prepared for early unexpected visitors, too!  
You never know who may show up bearing flowers and gifts well before the ceremony.   
 
 
CEREMONY PROCEDURES 
The ceremony will take place near the pool, flagpole, and grassy area leading to the water.   Assigned seats for 
the Blessing of the Fleet participants and former flag officers will be placed outside the pool area and the Board 
of Directors will be seated along the walk by the flagpole.  There will also be a tented area for dignitaries and 
guests to view the ceremony from the patio closest to the clubhouse. Note: Members having their boats 
Christened will have assigned seating with a maximum of two chairs per boat. 
 
At the appointed time, participates will proceed to the seating area to locate their assigned seat and await the 
beginning of the ceremony.  Special functions, such as a marching band, bagpipes, flag raising, or other special 
program events will occur, and the Commodore will then begin the ceremony.    
 
A LYC staff member will be positioned at the gate to assist. During the ceremony and at the direction of the 
staff member, participants will be directed to queue up at the pool gate to await the call of their names.   
Participants will be called according to vessel placement, beginning on the south side of the Inner Harbor. The 
Captain and First Mate will walk, side by side, to the podium to receive the prepared Christening bottle.  As you 
make your way to the podium, the Commodore will announce information regarding your vessel, i.e. year, 
make, length, name, and any brief history you previously provided.  Upon receiving the champagne bottle, each 
will shake hands with the Commodore, and it is very important that you turn with the Commodore and face Erin 
Nussbaum, who will take two photos before you proceed to your yacht.  Upon arrival at your vessel, board and 
take your positions to await “your” moment of Christening.    
 
 
 
 
CHRISTENING PROCEDURES 
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Beginning at the south harbor and moving towards G Dock, boat names will be called one by one, and the 
Captain and First Mate should be ready.  The Captain should be standing at the flag halyard and the First Mate 
positioned at the bow of the vessel, with champagne bottle in hand, ready to break the bottle over the bow.  
When the boat name is announced, the First Mate shall break the bottle over the bow, the cannon will fire, and 
the Captain shall raise the LYC burgee.  And so it goes, until every boat has been christened.   
 
Hint:  To avoid fiberglass damage and ensure a successful break, forcefully strike the anchor with the 
champagne bottle (and have a hammer on hand in case the bottle doesn’t break). A small bucket of water to 
rinse the sticky stuff off the deck may be in order and the empty bucket will provide a place to deposit the 
remains of the broken bottle. 
 
Once all boats have completed the tradition of breaking the bottle over the bow, a visiting minister will ask that 
God bless the vessels and he will place a very large beautiful “anchor” of fresh flowers adrift in the Inner 
Harbor.  The cannons will be fired and this concludes the ceremony. 
 
 
ENJOY! 
The remainder of the day is for you to enjoy.  Entertain on your vessel or walk around the Harbor to meet other 
members who are participating in the event.  It is a wonderful opportunity to forge new friendships and trade 
amusing stories regarding personal experiences during the event.   …… and don’t forget your camera! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Document is generated by the Harbor Office. Please direct any changes or questions to the Harbor Administrator. 
 
Many thanks to the Growth and Retention Committee, Fleet Captain, Commodore and others who were instrumental in putting 
this document together. 


